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On Friday, Sept. 16, Waynesville High School students and 2016 graduates who 
received a 3 or better on their AP exams in math, science or English language arts 
received checks for their success.

Students received $100 for each AP exam in math, science or English language arts 
with a score of 3 or better. 

A total of 89 high school students received $12,500 in checks. The funds were made 
available through a college and career readiness program from the National Math 
and Science Initiative (NMSI), thanks to a grant from the Department of Defense 
Educational Authority (DoDEA). Waynesville is the first in Missouri to implement this 
program.

Bobette Ray with the National Math and Science Initiative; Lt. Col. Stephen 
Caruso, the commander of the 787th Military Police Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood; 
CSM Roy Ward, command sergeant major of Fort Leonard Wood; Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and WHS Principal Courtney Long, presented the awards.

Students, 2016 graduates and their parents who were unable to attend may pick up 
the checks at Waynesville High School.

WHS students receive $12,500 
through NMSI for AP exams

Above, several AP teachers are shown 
with their students who received a 3 
or better on their AP exams in math, 
science and English.  At right, each AP 
student received congratulations from 
left to right Lt. Col. Stephen Caruso, 
the commander of the 787th Military 
Police Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood; 
CSM Roy Ward, command sergeant 
major of Fort Leonard Wood (who is 
congratulating his son, Christian Ward); 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and 
Bobette Ray with the National Math and 
Science Initiative. The students were introduced by WHS Principal Courtney Long. 

Due to inclement weather last 
Friday, Waynesville High School 
will host Military Appreciation 
Night during the Sept. 23 Tiger 
football game against Joplin High 
School with activities starting at 
6:30 p.m.

All active duty service 
members and military retirees 
with military ID will be admitted 
to the game free of charge.

Senior members of the WHS 
Tiger Pride Marching Band will 
be recognized starting at 6:30 
p.m., followed by recognition of 
the military. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Military 
Appreciation 
Night moved 
to Sept. 23



Crystal Reiner’s K-2 
Learning support 
classroom at Wood 
Elementary had 
a very “bubbly” 
Monday with the 
help of I-STEM 
Coach Leanne 
Halbrook. Students 
participated in 
a STEM activity 
that allowed 
them to explore 
bubbles across the 
curriculum. Students counted bubbles, used QR codes to read about 
bubbles and created their names with bubbles.  The activities concluded 
with students making predictions and designing their own bubble wands 
in an attempt to change the shape of a bubble. Alas, the bubbles always 
came out spherical. 

The Thayer Fourth Grade Teachers 
have implemented a Makerspace in 
their classroom.  The students choose 
which project or activity to work on 
every morning when they come into 
the classroom instead of completing 
the traditional “morning work”.  Having 
choice and creative control helps to 
hone critical thinking skills and prepare 
students for the Project Based Learning 
that will be taking place throughout the 
year. Freedom Elementary ELL students 

from Jody Taylor’s class enjoyed Pizza 
with Parents, Thursday Sept. 22. 

Taylor’s ELL students invited their 
families to join them for pizza and 
cookies while they showed off how 
they use technology in the classroom. 
Students were able to take parents/
family members to various technology 
stations in the classroom, including 
an AR station that tracts their reading 
comprehension and goals, a Moby Max 
station that finds and fixes learning 
gaps, a Sum Dog station that helps 
students with their math foundations 
while playing interactive games and a 
Kahoot station where students answer 
a collection of questions on specific 
topics in a socially, fun and game-like 
learning environment. 

Parents and family members joined in 
on the Kahoot station with their smart 
devices making it a great experience 
for all. 

After Pizza with Parents families 
were able to enjoy Freedom’s Title 1 
Family Night; both events were a great 
success!

Freedom 
ELL students 
give parents 
technology tour



Time is running out for parents to apply for free 
and reduced lunch for the 2016-17 School Year. 

Each year, families who qualify must complete a 
new application for free and reduced lunches.  All 
students who received free and reduced lunches 
last year have been allowed to continue to do so; 
however, if a new form is not in place by Sept. 
28, students will have to pay full price for meals 
starting Sept. 29.  The district will continue to 
accept forms after that date; however, parents will 
be responsible for paying the full amount until the 
qualified form is completed. 

The free and reduced lunch form is on the 
district’s main web page under “departments” and 
then “food services,” or may be reached by going 
to http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/2892.

The income guidelines are included below; 
however, as an example, a family of four can have 
a household income of $31,590 and qualify for free 
meals and nearly $45,000 a year and qualify for 
reduced meals. 

Parents who are not certain whether or not they 
completed the form for 2016-17 are encouraged to 
call the Food Services Office at 573-842-2099.

 

Free and reduced lunch forms are due

Top, left: Waynesville High School senior cheerleaders were recognized 
during the Sept. 17 game against Rolla at Tiger Stadium. They are KarlyRose 
Acosta, Mackenzie Cunningham, Julyssa Hernandez, Emilee Warner and Reyna 
Watterson. Above, during the game, Jaron Morgan blocks a Rolla player and 
keeps his eye on the ball. At left, Tyler Pouncy grabs the ball while being tackled. 
Photos by Steve Ward

http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/2892


The Waynesville R-VI School District has the lowest school tax levy of any school district in Pulaski County. (The red apples 
indicate school districts in Pulaski County. )

During their September meeting, Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
members learned more about the Aspiring Administrators Program from some 
of its participants.

In addition to job shadowing, aspiring administrators supervise after-school 
activities, attend board and faculty meetings, develop team-building activities, 
conduct discipline investigations and contact parents. They also serve as 
substitute principals during the regular academic year and as principals during 
summer school.  

Among their other activities, they completed two book studies and learned 
more about principal leadership, high quality instruction, finance, school law, 
school climate and culture, communication and technology. 

Those present included Tammy Headrick, Susie Shultz, Sarah Seibert, Ruth 
Ann Justus, Darlene Starner, Krystal Wilson-Vermillion and Travis Bohrer.

Aspiring administrators give 
presentation to School Board 

To help get students back into the 
routine of school, Sadie Rodden’s 
students at Partridge Elementary 
shared an event that had taken 
place during their summer vacation. 
They started by creating the event 
with Legos. Afterward they took a 
picture of the scene and then wrote 
a summary.  When finished, the 
students participated in a “walk 
around the room” museum to see the 
events and read the summaries. In 
completion of the activity the pictures 
and summaries were displayed in the 
hallway for others to enjoy.



Waynesville High School Guidance 
Department will host the Annual 
Financial Aid Presentation in the WHS 
Lecture Hall at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 28. A financial aid representative 
from Missouri S & T will give a broad 
perspective presentation regarding 
grants, loans and various forms of 
scholarships available at multiple 
universities throughout the nation.  

A representative from the Fort 
Leonard Wood Veteran Affairs will 
also be available to answer questions 
regarding the GI Bill.  

All WHS seniors and their parents are 
encouraged to attend.

College financial 
aid presentation 

Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members recognized the Transportation 
Department’s success during their September board meeting. Waynesville’s 
Transportation Department received a 100% passing on their safety inspection by the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol and were presented plaques this summer during the 
Missouri Association of Pupil Transportation Conference by both the Highway Patrol 
and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. The district maintains 
70+ buses and the annual inspection included items such as windshields, light bulbs, 
tires, seat frames, exhaust systems, brakes, windshield wipers, etc. 

Receiving recognition for 100% passing on their safety inspection are George 
Johnson, Karl Wilking, transportation director, Zach Wall and Aaron Tronstad. 

Transportation team praised for 
100% of buses passing inspection

At Thayer Elementary, new 
teacher Trey Barrow and his 
mentor Debbie Akery collaborate 
on how to complete a SLO. 

   Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised East Elementary 
staff during their Super Session on Friday, Sept. 23, for:
   • Reducing the number of behavioral referrals and 
     effectively implementing positive behavior strategies 

   • welcoming new staff to East Tiger Teams 
   • meeting the 90-90 attendance requirement last year 
   • keeping focused during PLC time on data and effective 
     instructional practices

Superintendent applauds East staff for success 



The Waynesville JROTC Raiders finished second 
overall from a field of 22 teams at the Wentworth 
Military Academy Raider Meet on Sept 18.  

“We missed 1st place by just one point,” said Col.
(R) Charles Williams, JROTC senior Army instructor. 
“The top 3 teams were separated by only 1 point.  The 
next closet team was 25 points away. While we were 
one point shy of an overall title, 2nd place overall is 
amazing considering all the transitions. This is huge, as 
the best teams in the nation are in our region, and were 
all at this competition.”

In addition to placing second overall, Waynesville 
took:

- 1st place in the Raider Challenge, which included 
a tractor tire flip, water can relay, carrying a 5-gallon 
water can across a balance, dragging a water can, 75 
bench presses and sit-ups with a 100-pound pole (4 
cadets on each pole), and the HMMWV pull.

- 2nd place 10k Road March, which is a run with 
the team in uniform with boots; each carries individual 
equipment and they pass around the team rucksack.

- 2nd place Team APFT (Army Physical Fitness Test 
= Two Minutes of Push-Ups, 2 Minutes of Sit-Ups, and 
a 2-mile run in uniform)

 Earning 2nd place and 3rd place in the Female 
APFT (High Individual Score) were Waynesville 
cadets Stephanie Trudell and Madelyn McDonald, 
respectively.

 “I am very, very proud of these kids,” Williams said. 
“My expectations this year were hopeful, but reserved 
due to the loss of over 50 percent of our core team 
members due to graduation and PCS. Nevertheless, 
our next generation stepped into some big shoes, didn’t 
miss a beat and continued our tradition of excellence 
and winning.”

Next up is Smith-Cotton (Sedalia) on Sept. 30 and 
Oct. 1.  

 

Waynesville Raiders 
take 2nd place at 
Wentworth meet

Top, the Waynesville JROTC 
Raiders finished second overall 
at the Wentworth meet. Above, 
a cadet takes a much-needed 
break during the competition.  

The following Waynesville 
High School students were 
chosen as members of the 
Central District Choirs 
following their audition on 
Monday at School of the 
Osage.  The Honor Choir is 
the top choir of the district.

Students selected for the 
Honor Choir are:

Maya Fluent 
Ryhia Stevenson 
Monica Daos 
Kekona Asi 
Krystina Zabek 
Ezechiel Daos 
Esteban Valentin-Martinez 
Christian Gervacio 
Brandon Wheadon 
Andrie Sorrell

Students selected for the 
Concert Choir are: 

Gabrielle Saxton 
Katie Blau 
Vanessa Nichols 
Jade Brazel 
Damien DeBerry 
Archer Hedgpath 
Jesse Whittaker 
Dontrell Tyson 
Eric Kane 
Derick Anglin  
Mason Michels

Both choirs will rehearse 
on Saturday, Nov. 12, at WHS 
and then present a concert at 5 
p.m. in the WHS Theatre.  

Congratulations to these 
students and their directors, 
Nathan Schaefferkoetter and 
Chelsea Handley.

WHS 
students 
selected 
for District 
Choirs


